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Your Date with Destiny: Seeking Laylat-ul-Qadr

What Makes Laylat al-Qadr Special?

Night of Revelation

sti\ A _EgH] u\

“Indeed, We sent it down on the Night of Decree.” (Surah Qadr: 1)

Night of Blessing

‘Indeed, We sent it down during a blessed night. Indeed, We were to warn
[mankind].” (Surah Dukhan: 3)

Night of Power

“The Night of Decree is better than a thousand months.” (Surah Qadr: 3)

Night of Destiny

‘On that night every matter of wisdom is decreed — a command from Us.
Indeed, We have always been sending.” (Surah Dukhan: 4-5)
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Some said: It is Laylat al-Qadr, in which the affairs of the entire year are
decreed — who will die, who will be born, who will be honored, who will be
humbled, and all other matters of the year."
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Rabi'ah ibn Kulthim reported: | was with al-Hasan when a man asked him, “O
Abu Sa'id, does Laylat al-Qadr occur every Ramadan?” He said: “Yes, by
Allah, it occurs in every Ramadan. It is the night in which every wise matter is
decreed; in it Allah determines every lifespan, hope, and provision until the
next year.”

Night of Angelic Descent
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“The angels and the Spirit descend therein by permission of their Lord for
every matter.” (Surah Qadr: 4)
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Some said: The meaning is that the angels descend along with Jibril — who is
the Spirit — on Laylat al-Qadr by the permission of their Lord with every
matter decreed by Allah for that year, including provision, lifespan, and other
affairs.’

' Tafsir at-Tabarf in Jami’ ul-Bayan fT Tafsir al-Qur’an
2 Jami’ ul-Bayan fT Tafsir al-Qur’'an
3 Tafsir at-TabarT in Jami’ ul-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an
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A narration attributed to Ka'b states that the Sidrat al-Muntaha stands at the
boundary of the seventh heaven near Paradise. Angels beyond count worship
Allah upon its branches, and Jibril stands at its center. Each Laylat al-Qadr
Allah commands Jibril to descend with the angels who dwell there. They
descend at sunset and fill the earth, praying for the believing men and women.
Jibril greets every believer, and the sign of that greeting is that the believer’s
skin trembles, the heart softens, and the eyes shed tears.*

Night of Safety and Serenity
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“‘Peace it is until the break of dawn.” (Surah Qadr: 5)

Night of Forgiveness
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Abl Hurayrah reported that the Prophet 5% said: “Whoever stands in prayer
on Laylat al-Qadr with faith and seeking reward will have his previous sins
forgiven.”

4 Tafsir Ibn Kathir (Narration attributed to Ka'b)
® Bukhart 35, Muslim 760
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Signs of Laylat al-Qadr

Lunar Signs
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Abl Hurayrah reported: We were discussing Laylat al-Qadr with the
Messenger of Allah izt and he said: “Who remembers when the moon rose
like half of a bowl?"®

Solar Signs
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Ubayy ibn Ka'b said: “It is the night whose morning is the 27th, and its sign is
that the sun rises that morning white without rays.”

Weather Signs
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That night rain fell on the twenty-first night, and the mosque roof leaked onto
the place where the Prophet sz prayed. Abd Sa‘ld said: “I saw the
Messenger of Allah it after the morning prayer, and there was mud and
water on his forehead.”

6 Muslim 1170
7 Muslim 762
8 Bukhari 2108
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When is Laylat al-Qadr?

Last Ten Nights
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‘A’ishah (radiya Allahu ‘anha) reported:

The Messenger of Allah il used to observe i‘tikaf during the last ten nights
of Ramadan and would say: “Seek Laylat al-Qadr in the last ten nights of
Ramadan.”
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Abl Hurayrah (radiya Allahu ‘anhu) reported that the Prophet st said:
‘I was shown Laylat al-Qadr, but then one of my family members woke me
and it was made to be forgotten, so seek it in the remaining last ten nights.”*°
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (radiya Allahu ‘anhuma) said:

| heard the Messenger of Allah 252 say regarding Laylat al-Qadr: “Some of
you were shown in dreams that it occurs in the first seven nights, while others
were shown that it occurs in the last seven nights. So seek it in the last ten
nights.”"!

9 Bukhart 2020, Muslim 1169
10 Muslim 1166
" Muslim 1165
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Last Seven Nights
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (radiya Allahu ‘anhuma) reported that the Messenger of
Allah 2zt said:

“Seek it in the last ten nights, but if any of you becomes weak or unable, then
do not allow yourself to be overcome regarding the remaining seven nights.”'?

Odd Nights of the Last Ten
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‘A’ishah (radiya Allahu ‘anha) reported that the Messenger of Allah it said:

“Seek Laylat al-Qadr in the odd nights of the last ten nights of Ramadan.”"®
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Abl Sa'1d al-Khudrt (radiya Allahu ‘anhu) reported:

The Messenger of Allah st delivered a sermon and said: “I was shown
Laylat al-Qadr but then | was made to forget it, so seek it in the last ten nights,
in every odd night.”™

Specific Nights Mentioned

21st Night
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'2 Muslim 1165
'3 Bukhart 2017
4 Bukhart 2036, Muslim 1167
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Abl Sa‘1d al-Khudr (radiya Allahu ‘anhu) reported that the Prophet il said:
‘I used to observe i‘tikaf during the middle ten nights, but then it became clear
to me that | should observe i‘tikaf during the last ten nights. Whoever was in
i‘tikaf with me should remain in his place of retreat. | was shown this night but
then it was made to be forgotten, so seek it in the last ten nights and in every
odd night. | saw myself prostrating in water and mud.” That night rain fell on
the twenty-first night, and the mosque roof leaked onto the place where the
Prophet st prayed. Abd Sa‘ld said: “I saw the Messenger of Allah st after
the morning prayer, and there was mud and water on his forehead.”"®

23rd Night
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‘Abdullah ibn Unays (radiya Allahu ‘anhu) reported that the Messenger of
Allah izt said:

‘I was shown Laylat al-Qadr but then it was made to be forgotten, and | saw
myself prostrating on the morning after it in water and mud.”

He said: It rained on the night of the twenty-third, and the Messenger of Allah
Azt led us in prayer. When he finished, the trace of water and mud was
visible on his forehead and nose."®

27th Night
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Ubayy ibn Ka'b (radiya Allahu ‘anhu) said regarding Laylat al-Qadr:

“By Allah, | know which night it is. Most certainly it is the night that the
Messenger of Allah ils:z commanded us to stand in prayer — it is the night of
the twenty-seventh.”"’

5 Bukhari 2108
6 Muslim 1168
7 Muslim 762
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Ibn Hajr records 46 different opinions regarding the timing of Laylat-ul Qadar'®

1. It has been lifted entirely, so there is no Laylat-ul-Qadar after the Prophet (Opinion of
the Sh1’ah)

2. ltonly occurred in one year during the time of the Prophet (recorded as an opinion by
Al-Fakihant (d. 734 AH) in Sharh ‘Umdah)

3. ltis a night unique to this Ummah only and never occurred in the previous Ummahs
(Maijority)

4. It can occur any night in the entire year (Some of the Hanafis, including Qadr Khan
and Abu Bakr ar-Razi)

5. It can occur any night in Ramadan (lbn ‘Umar, Abl Hanifah, Some Shafi’'ts)

6. The night can change each year in Ramadan (Abid Hanifah, Nasafi, Some Malikis as
reported by Ibn al-"Arab)

7. The first night of Ramadan (Abt Razin al-Ugayli [companion], Anas ibn Malik)

8. The 15th night of Ramadan (lbn Mulagin)

9. The 15th night of Sha’ban (QadT Sind bin ‘Anan)

10. The 17th night of Ramadan (Zayd ibn Argam [Companion])

11. The middle 10 nights (Al-Hasan al-Basr1, some Shafi’is)

12. The 18th night of Ramadan (Al-Qutb al-Halbr)

13. The 19th night of Ramadan (AlT Ibn AbT1 Talib, Zayd ibn Thabit, Ibn Mas’td)

14. The 21st night of Ramadan (Imam ash-Shafi’, and a major position from his school)

15. If Ramadan is 30 days, then it is the 20th night, and if it is 29 days, then it is the 21st
of Ramadan (Ibn Hazm)

16. The 22nd night of Ramadan (Based on a version of the Hadith of Abdullah bin Unays
in Musnad Imam Ahmad)

17. The 23rd night of Ramadan (Based on a version of the Hadith of Abdullah ibn Unays
in Sahth Muslim. Position of Ibn ‘Umar, Ibn ‘Abbas & ‘Aisha)

18. The 24th night of Ramadan(Abd Sa’'1d al-KhudrT, Ibn Mas’id, Al-Hasan al-BasrT,
Ash-Sha’bi, Qatadah)

19. The 25th night of Ramadan (Abu Bakrah [Companion of the Prophet - not Abu Bakr])

20. The 26th night of Ramadan (Ibn Hajr could not find a specific scholar who held this
opinion, but Qadt ‘Tyad said there is not a night of the last 10 nights except someone
has said it is that one)

21. The 27th night of Ramadan (Ubayy ibn Ka’b swore by it, Ibn Mas’ad, Ibn ‘Abbas,
Umar bin Khattab, Ibn ‘Umar, Jabir ibn Samurah, Mu‘awiyyah, dominant position of
the Hanballs, several Shafi'T scholars, a reported position of AbGa Hanifah and Hanafi
scholars)

22. The 28th night of Ramadan (Ibn Hajr could not find a specific scholar who held this
opinion, but Qadt ‘Tyad said there is not a night of the last 10 nights except someone
has said it is that one)

23. The 29th night of Ramadan (Recorded by Ibn al-Arab)

24. The 30th night of Ramadan (Mu’awiyyah, Abu Hurayrah)

'8 Fath ul-BarT, vol. 4, p. 264-267
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25.

26.

27.

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

39.

40.
41.
42.
43.
44,

45.

46.

In the odd last 10 nights of Ramadan (lbn Hajr, al-Muzant, Ibn Khuzaymah, a large
group from all of the madhahib
In the odd of the last 10 nights and the final night of Ramadan(Reported in the hadtth
of Ubadah ibn Samit and AbT Bakrah)
It changes in the last 10 nights of Ramadan(Abu Qilabah, Imam Malik, Sufyan
Ath-ThawrT, Imam Ahmad, Ishaq ibn Rahaway)

a. lt changes in the last 10 nights and they are of equal chance (Imam Malik -

although this attribution is disputed)

It changes in the last 10 nights of Ramadan and some nights have a greater chance
than others, and the 21st has the highest chance (Imam Shaff)
It changes in the last 10 nights of Ramadan and some nights have a greater chance
than others, and the 23rd has the highest chance
It changes in the last 10 nights of Ramadan and some nights have a greater chance
than others, and the 27th has the highest chance
It changes in the last 7 nights counted from the beginning of the month of Ramadan
It changes in the last 7 nights counted from the end of the month of Ramadan
It changes in the last half or Ramadan (Abl Yusuf, Muhammad ash-Shaybanr,
Al-Jawaynr)
It is 16th or 17th night of Ramadan (Hadith Abdullah ibn Zubayr)
Itis the 17th, 19th or 21st night of Ramadan (Hadith Anas bin Malik - weak chain)
The first night or last night of Ramadan (Hadith Anas bin Malik - weak chain)
The first night, or the 9th night or the 17th night or the 21st night or the last night of
Ramadan (Hadith Anas bin Malik - weak chain)
The 19th or the 11th or the 13th of Ramadan (Hadith ibn Mas’id with a disputed
chain, Hadtth AlT and Hadtth ‘A‘isha with broken chains)
The 23rd or the 27th night of Ramadan (Based on the Hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas - 7
remaining or 7 that have passed. Nu'man bin Bashir [Companion] said, ‘we say it is
27 and you say it is 23’)
The 21st night or 23rd or 25th night of Ramadan (Hadith ‘Ubadah ibn Samit - ‘9, 7
and 5 nights remaining’)
It is restricted to the last 7 nights of Ramadan (Hadrtth Ibn ‘Umar)
The 22nd or the 23rd night (Hadtth ‘Abdullah bin Unays)
The even nights of the middle 10 and last 10 nights of Ramadan (Al-Mughalt1 [d. 764
AH])
The 3rd of the last 10 nights or the 5th of the last 10 nights of Ramadan (Hadith
Mu’adh bin Jabal)
The 7th or 8th night from the beginning of the second half of Ramadan (Hadith
Abdullah bin Unays along with his practice of intense worship on from the 16th to the
23rd night of Ramadan, then he would lighten it)
The first night or the last night or the odd nights of Ramadan (Mursal Hadtth of Abu
‘Aliyah)
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