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The science of Usil consists of four subjects: rulings, evidences, textual indications, and the rulings concerning the mujtahid.
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Firstly, rulings are divided into two categories: legal rulings (taklif) and declarative rulings (wad‘), without dispute.
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As for the legal rulings, they are: obligation, recommendation, permissibility, dislike, and prohibition.
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Declarative rulings include a reason, an effective cause, a condition, and preventing factors.
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They also include concession and its opposite, strict application, as well as invalidity and upright validity.
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Secondly, there are evidences: some are disputed among the scholars, while others are agreed upon.
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These are the Qur’an, the Sunnah, Consensus, and Analogy; as for the remaining evidences, they are disputed.
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Among the disputed evidences are the laws of previous nations, the statements of the Companions, public interests, juristic preference,

and presumption of continuity.
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Thirdly, the indication of wording is categorized as explicit text, apparent text, and concise wording.
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From another perspective, wording is divided into the implied meaning (mafhiim) and its opposite, the expressed meaning (mantiq).
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The apparent implication of a command is obligation, and the apparent implication of a prohibition is forbiddance.
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General wording encompasses every individual included within it, while unrestricted wording applies generally by way of substitution.
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The apparent meaning may be abandoned due to evidence, and this abandonment is called interpretation (ta’wil).
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An ambiguous text remains suspended until clarification arrives, whereas an explicit text does not bear another meaning.
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Fourthly, the discussions concerning the mujtahid begin and the opposite of him is the blind follower.
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The first of them is the one who possesses knowledge of the evidences, it’s establishment, indications and the Arabic language
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Along with sound legal aptitude and a firmly established juristic faculty acquired through persistent pursuit of knowledge.
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When two evidences appear to conflict, first reconcile them; if that is not possible, determine abrogation; if not, then give preference to

one; and if none of that is possible, suspend judgment and do not make unfounded claims



